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Companies are responding to show their ESG leadership
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Sustainability is becoming a product purchasing decision factor

Consumers demanding more sustainable products
Customers announcing ambitious ESG goals
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Investors seeking responsible offerings
Industry facing increasingly stringent regulations

Large investors are making holistic sustainability assessments to evaluate companies And mining and metal sector is responding



Best operator

Expand capability 

and leadership

Impeccable ESG 

credentials

Strengthen track 

record and 

transparency

Excel in 

development

Deliver organic & 

inorganic growth

Four areas of focus for an 
even stronger Rio Tinto
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Social Licence

Earn trust by building meaningful relationships and partnerships

Our four business priorities highlight the significance of 

sustainability, ESG performance and relationships.
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Our approach to sustainability

Standards
We adopt high standards, often going 

beyond legal requirements, on the 

sustainability issues that are material to 

our business, our employees, the 

communities that host us and the 

customers that buy and use our 

products. 

Performance
Our goal is to achieve consistent, high-

quality social and environmental 

performance across all of our operations 

and to increase our stakeholders’ 

knowledge of how we work through 

meaningful disclosures and 

transparency.

Portfolio
In 2018, we became the only major 

player in our industry to have a portfolio 

free of fossil fuel production. 

All the materials we produce are 

fundamental to a low carbon future –

copper, lithium, aluminium and minerals 

and high quality iron ore.



Working towards impeccable ESG 
credentials
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Safety
At the heart of our culture

12% lower AIFR1 YoY

Fatality-free year

Communities

& heritage
Embed in culture, investing $50m in 

Indigenous leadership

Site-based leadership of relationships 

with Traditional Owner groups 

Modernising agreements

Establishing Indigenous Advisory Group

Inclusion & Diversity
Taking more meaningful action

26% women in leadership roles; targeting 

2% increase each year

40%2 female board representation

Developing Indigenous leaders

Social License

Climate
Well positioned portfolio

Strengthened link between executive 

remuneration & our ESG performance 

forming 35% of STIP3

Scope 3 goals to guide our partnerships 

1All injury frequency rate | 2At 1 January 2021 | 3Short Term Incentive Plan: 20% weighting to safety (unchanged) and 15% to ESG performance 
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Excel in 
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Innovation in Aluminium
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The world’s first carbon-free aluminium smelting process
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Transparency

We’re committed to doing business with integrity, transparency and 

accountability.

– We’re a founding member of the Extractive Industries 

Transparency Initiative, which promotes open and accountable 

management of natural resources

– We have a confidential and independently operated 

whistleblowing programme: Speak-OUT

– In 2019, we published our third annual slavery and human 

trafficking statement, outlining the steps taken in 2018 to 

ensure modern slavery is not taking place at our operations or 

in our supply chains

– Since 2010, we’ve published an annual Taxes paid report, 

detailing the payments of taxes and royalties we’ve made in 

the countries where we operate. In 2020 we paid US $8.4 

billion in taxes and royalties

– In September 2021 we published our first Communities and 

Social Performance Commitments Disclosure Interim Report

– We disclose all of our industry association memberships 
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Western Turner mine site, Pilbara, Australia



The Jadar Project is a world-class lithium borate deposit discovered  

by Rio Tinto in 2004 near the city of Loznica, in Western Serbia.

It is a unique deposit containing jadarite - a new lithium sodium  

borosilicate mineral (LiNaSiB₃O₇OH). 

Jadar will provide enough lithium for 1 million EVs annually.

By 2026 Rio Tinto plans to build an underground mine and 

processing plant.

Jadarite discovery
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Cultural Heritage Communities People &  

Partnerships

Sustainable Development of Jadar Project



Environmental Stewardship

Environment

12
Environmental and  

baseline studies  

completed

65Experts engaged

115
Air quality  

parameters* used

Water quality  

parameters*  

analyzed

515
Noise level  

readings

23,121

* biological and/or physicochemical parameters

98.6%
Serbian expert  

participation

3 MAJOR EIAs

WILL BE  

DEVELOPED

EIA Plant  

Expected H2 2021

EIA Waste  

Expected Q3 2021

EIA Mine  

Expected H2 2021


