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European Competitiveness Requires StrategicInvestment Commitment to Raw Materials Sector
 EIT RawMaterials calls for an investment commitment of €4 billion under FrameworkProgramme 10 to bridge Europe’s raw materials research, innovation and education gap EU remains significantly import-dependent for Critical Raw Materials essential for thegreen transition and its competitiveness Sector potential projected at over €2 trillion, supporting 32 million jobs by 2030

Berlin, 08 January 2024: EIT RawMaterials, supported by the European Institute of Innovation andTechnology (EIT), a body of the European Union, today announced the release of a pivotal policypaper calling for an urgent investment commitment under the European Union’s upcomingFramework Programme 10 (FP10) to strengthen Europe’s supply chain resilience for critical andstrategic raw materials (CRMs and SRMs).
Bernd Schäfer, CEO, Managing Director, EIT RawMaterials highlighted the urgency of the paper’srecommendations: “The crucial role of raw materials in Europe’s future has never been moreapparent. The Draghi Report on European Competitiveness, which will form the foundation for thenew European Commission’s flagship Competitiveness Compass, ranks raw materials as thesecond most critical issue for Europe, closely following energy security. This policy paper outlines apathway to build a resilient and sustainable raw materials supply chain — essential for Europe’scompetitiveness and industrial future. Framework Programme 10 presents a unique opportunityto unlock large-scale private sector investment, accelerating innovation and industrialisation.”
Schäfer added: “It is vital to build upon the investments made under the Horizon and HorizonEurope programmes over the past decade and the strong foundation of the raw materialsknowledge and innovation community established as part of the EIT ecosystem.”
With global demand for raw materials accelerating, particularly those critical to the energytransition, the European Union faces a pressing need to diversify supply sources, enhancesustainable recycling and circularity, and reduce reliance on single-country suppliers to achieve itsclimate and digital goals.
In response to these challenges, the European Union adopted the Critical Raw Materials Act(CRMA), setting ambitious targets including:• Expanding Europe’s domestic raw materials production to 10%,• Increasing processing capacity to 40%, and• Recycling rates to 25% by 2030.
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The CRMA underscores the critical importance of a robust European raw materials sector, stating:“Critical raw materials are indispensable for the EU economy and necessary for a wide range oftechnologies in strategic sectors such as renewable energy, digital, aerospace, and defence.”
However, Europe’s raw materials sector faces complex challenges, primarily due to its heavyreliance on imports from international suppliers, which produce over 70% of raw materials forbatteries and clean technologies. As global demand rises, ensuring sustainable and reliablesupplies has become crucial to Europe's strategic autonomy and industrial competitiveness.
Amid these challenges lies a transformative opportunity: a recent European Commission reporthighlights the potential for the raw materials sector to generate over €2 trillion in value andsupport 32 million jobs by 2030, underscoring the immense economic potential from strategicinvestment in this field.
Recognising both the challenges and opportunities, EIT RawMaterials is calling for a commitmentof €4 billion under Framework Programme 10 to deliver targeted, high-impact investments inresearch, innovation, and education across the raw materials value chain. This funding is essentialto address Europe’s urgent priorities and strengthen its raw materials ecosystem.EIT RawMaterials’ proposed investment aligns directly with the objectives of the CRMA byadvancing sustainable mining, driving research into advanced materials, and promoting circulareconomy practices. These efforts will enable Europe to establish a secure, self-sustaining supplychain for critical raw materials, positioning the continent as a global leader in the green and digitaltransitions, fostering economic growth, and ensuring Europe’s industrial resilience.
To achieve these goals, EIT RawMaterials will collaborate closely with its partners — the largestand most active Knowledge and Innovation Community in the raw materials sector, European andMember State institutions, stakeholders, investors, researchers, and academic institutions.Together, these efforts will attract significant private investment, develop breakthroughtechnologies, and cultivate the skilled workforce needed to secure Europe’s raw materials future.
EIT RawMaterials is supported by the European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT). EITKnowledge and Innovation Communities have built Europe’s largest innovation network, bringingtogether more than 2,400 key organisations in business, education, and research with activities ineach EU Member State, strategic partner nations and beyond. The EIT ecosystem has achievedstrong performance on key indicators, training over 800,000 direct learners, and powering morethan 10,000 start-ups collectively valued at approximately €72 billion at the end of 2023. EIT-supported ventures have attracted investments of over €9.2 billion.
Read the full paper here: EIT RawMaterials Position on Framework Programme 10: SecuringEurope’s competitiveness through innovation and education in raw materials

https://eitrawmaterials.eu/position-fp-10
https://eitrawmaterials.eu/position-fp-10
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Notes to editorEuropean Commission: Critical Raw Materials
---

Media Contact EIT RawMaterials:Elisabeth IppelCommunications Managerelisabeth.ippel@eitrawmaterials.eu

About EIT RawMaterialsEIT RawMaterials is the largest and most active raw materials knowledge and innovation network globally, comprisingover 300 partner organisations across the entire raw materials value chain. EIT RawMaterials demonstrates itsdedication to advancing and supporting a circular economy in Europe by fostering innovation, collaboration, andsustainable practices. Mandated by the European Commission, EIT RawMaterials leads the European Raw MaterialsAlliance (ERMA), which includes more than 750 members and an advanced project pipeline of over 40projects, representing an investment potential of more than €25 billion.
Supported by the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), a body of the European Union, EITRawMaterials was established in 2015 to advance Europe’s transition to a sustainable economy. Its mission is tosecure a sustainable supply of raw materials for Europe, close material loops, and design innovative product solutions,with the goal to position raw materials as a strategic strength for Europe through innovation, education, andentrepreneurship.
Since its founding, EIT RawMaterials has deployed over €600 million in direct strategic funding to support morethan 800 projects and start-ups. These initiatives, including ERMA projects, have leveraged additional funding of €5billion from external sources, creating a cumulative impact of more than €5.5 billion in critical and strategic rawmaterials projects, technologies, and programmes across Europe and beyond. Learn more at www.eitrawmaterials.eu.

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials_en
mailto:elisabeth.ippel@eitrawmaterials.eu
http://www.eitrawmaterials.eu/

