
Press release – for immediate release  

EIT RawMaterials launches expanded Open Calls for 
European Innova;on and Educa;on projects 

• Calls offer funding to Innova6on and capacity-building, EU Regional Innova6on Scheme 
ini6a6ves, Educa6on and Skills projects  

• The upscaling call will provide up to €2.5mn per project, designed to accelerate the path to 
Cri6cal Raw Materials Act (CRM Act) targets 

• Educa6on calls focus on key industry focus areas, including management in raw materials, 
social license, and development of specialised courses for the sector 

• EIT RawMaterials is supported by the European Ins6tute of Innova6on and Technology (EIT), 
a body of the European Union 

Berlin, 16.12.2024: EIT RawMaterials has launched a new series of open calls for innova6on, 
upscaling, educa6on and skills projects across the raw materials value chain. The calls aim to 
provide strategic funding for transforma6ve projects that address key challenges across the raw 
materials value chain, and offer a mechanism to drive collabora6on between industry, educa6onal 
ins6tu6ons, research organisa6ons, SMEs, and start-ups. 

Speaking on the new call strategy, Bernd Schäfer, CEO, Managing Director, EIT RawMaterials said: 
“Over the last decade, EIT RawMaterials has invested over €600 million into innova6on, educa6on, 
and related projects – suppor6ng over 1,400 pilots, prototypes, and demonstrator plants, 800 
startups – helping bring 300 products to market and crea6ng 40 spin-off businesses. Our new 
funding calls will help accelerate innova6on and industrialisa6on of new technology and solu6ons 
across the raw materials value chain, hand-in-hand with skilling the industry's workforce and our 
future talent to maximise impact and underpin Europe's future industrial compe66veness.” 

The new calls are designed to support the aims of the Cri6cal Raw Materials Act (CRMA) and Net 
Zero Act, by accelera6ng the development, scaling, and commercialisa6on of breakthrough 
technologies that will strengthen Europe’s raw materials value chain and equip Europe’s workforce 
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with the new skills and experience needed to underpin a resilient and compe66ve European 
industrial base.  

New Calls:  

KAVA 13 – Call for Upscaling projects: This call focuses on advancing the scaling of proven 
technologies in the raw materials sector. It is specifically aimed at projects moving to demonstra6on 
and commercialisa6on phases. Each project can request funding up to €2.5 million. More 
informa6on here. 

KAVA 13 – Call for RIS InnovaFon projects: This call aims to support proven technologies within the 
raw materials sector in Regional Innova6on Scheme (RIS) countries. Projects must involve at least 
two RIS countries or regions and focus on tes6ng, demonstra6on, or upscaling for 
commercialisa6on. Eligible applicants include research ins6tu6ons, industrial partners, and 
educa6onal ins6tu6ons. Projects run in two phases, with up to €1 million funding available per 
project. More informa6on here.   

KAVA 13 – Call for RIS Capacity Building Projects: This call supports capacity-building projects to 
boost raw materials innova6on in RIS countries and solve raw materials sector-related challenges. It 
focuses on regional impact and sustainable ecosystem expansion. Eligible applicants include 
universi6es, research ins6tu6ons, SMEs, and local/regional authori6es. More informa6on is 
available here.  

EducaFon – Call for Global MBA in Materials Management: Aiming to create the next genera6on 
of leaders in the raw materials sector, this call invites consor6a from academia, research, and 
industry to develop a Global MBA programme in Materials Management. The goal is to equip 
par6cipants with specialised business and leadership skills tailored to address a cri6cal skills gap in 
the rapidly growing raw and advanced materials sector. The selected consor6a will receive up to €2 
million to develop the programme. More informa6on here. 
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EducaFon – Call for Development of a Digital TransformaFon Learning PorSolio: This call invites 
proposals for a “Digital Transforma6on Learning Poreolio,” to enhance the digital literacy of 
professionals in the raw materials sector. Topics include smart mining and circular economy 
technologies, 3D prin6ng, AI, IoT, blockchain, robo6cs, and digital twins. Consor6a from academia, 
research organisa6ons, and industry across EU Horizon Europe countries can apply for funding up to 
€1.5 million. More informa6on here. 

EducaFon – Call for Social License to Operate (SLO) Hub: This call invites proposals for a Social 
License to Operate (SLO) Hub, which will deliver training and consul6ng on community engagement 
and sustainability. Selected consor6a, with members from academia, research, and industry across 
mul6ple countries, will receive funding of up to €800,000 to realise this ini6a6ve. More informa6on 
here. 

EducaFon – Call for Raw and Circular Economy ExpediFon (RACE) for ExecuFves: Designed for 
senior leaders and entrepreneurs, this programme provides a high-level educa6onal experience 
through visits to innova6on labs and state-of-the-art facili6es worldwide, promo6ng an 
understanding of the raw materials value chain. Funding up to €500,000 is available for the selected 
consor6um, which must be able to demonstrate exper6se in execu6ng large-scale, impaceul 
educa6onal events and have access to high-level speakers, facili6es, and companies for site visits. 
More informa6on here. 

--- 
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--- 

About EIT RawMaterials 

EIT RawMaterials is the largest and most ac6ve raw materials knowledge and innova6on network globally, comprising 
over 300 partner organisa6ons across the en6re raw materials value chain. EIT RawMaterials demonstrates its 
dedica6on to advancing and suppor6ng a circular economy in Europe by fostering innova6on, collabora6on, and 
sustainable prac6ces. Mandated by the European Commission, EIT RawMaterials leads the European Raw Materials 
Alliance (ERMA), which includes more than 750 members and an advanced project pipeline of over 40 projects, 
represen6ng an investment poten6al of more than €25 billion. 

Supported by the European Ins6tute of Innova6on and Technology (EIT), a body of the European Union, EIT 
RawMaterials was established in 2015 to advance Europe’s transi6on to a sustainable economy. Its mission is to secure a 
sustainable supply of raw materials for Europe, close material loops, and design innova6ve product solu6ons, with the 
goal to posi6on raw materials as a strategic strength for Europe through innova6on, educa6on, and entrepreneurship. 

Since its founding, EIT RawMaterials has deployed over €600 million in direct strategic funding to support more than 
800 projects and start-ups. These ini6a6ves, including ERMA projects, have leveraged addi6onal funding of €5 
billion from external sources, crea6ng a cumula6ve impact of more than €5.5 billion in cri6cal and strategic raw 
materials projects, technologies, and programmes across Europe and beyond. Learn more at www.eitrawmaterials.eu. 
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